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Statement: Herman Von Meyer Facebook comment  
 
Every child and their disability are different, no two individuals are the same.  
 
The statement made by Herman Von Meyer is a clear indication of the little 
information he has when it comes to children with disabilities and specifically 
with Downs syndrome. 
 
Was he aware that the incident happened not even 100 meters away from 
Nathaniel's home? Furthermore, was he aware that Nathaniel could not 
communicate with the accused police officers?  
 
The pertinent question about Nathaniel which we are asking Mr. Von Meyer is, 
did he know that Nathaniel was attracted to sound and lights?  
These are all the factors that need to be considered if he had the necessary 
exposure to people living with disabilities. 
 
We pose the question to Mr. Von Meyer, what or who gives you the right to 
make such defamatory statements, not knowing the circumstances or 
Nathaniel for that matter? Do you understand that there is different disability wit 
hand different classification?  Your Facebook comment is a clear indication 
that you are but a cog in the wheel to sow disharmony and division and The 
Caitlin Douman Foundation, will not sit idly by and have you tarnish the 
memory of Nathaniel with your pitiful rhetoric and innuendo. 
 
We hereby request that Mr. Von Meyer retract his statement and apologize for 
his callous commentary. The magnitude of the noise in comparison to the 
amount of information is baffling and clearly indicates disparity of the entire 
community living with disabilities. 
 
 
Kind Regard, 
 
Riaan Niewenhuys 
PR  
The Caitlin Douman Foundation 
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